
10 
research based 

reasons 
 

to halt school district consolidation  
in Arkansas 

#1  Students do better in a  
small school close to home. 
 
 

******* 
• Students learn more and better in small 

schools. 
• Students make more rapid progress to-

ward graduation. 
• Students are more satisfied. 
• Students are less likely to drop out. 
• Students behave better in small schools. 

 
 
 

Small Schools Summary of Research 
www.isacs.org 

 
 

Advocates for Community and Rural Education 
www.aracre.org 



#2  Students take a more diverse  
curriculum in small schools. 
 
 
    K-12 Enrollment      Academic Enrollment Units Per Student 
          0-300                                  43.1 
      300-600                                   41.9 
      600-900                                   40.6 
        

                                                                     
 
 

#3  It costs no more to educate a  
student in a very small high school than in 
a very large high school. 
 
 

100-199 in High School:  $6,101 per pupil likely to graduate 
   1000+ in High School:  $6,397 per pupil likely to graduate 

#4  Increasing the number of credits  
offered does not increase achievement. 
 

Data presented at National Conference on Creating the Quality School 

Data presented at National Conference on Creating the Quality School 

____Proficient in math 
____Proficient in reading 
____Credits offered 

More Doesn’t Mean Better — 
Jerry Johnson, Ed. D. 
 



�:�� 7�
�	��
����
������
�	6
����������
��	��
��
�
�������	
���������

� �
�
!��
��
���������.��������
�����
��
�	
��
� �
• �:�������	�
� ���	�
 �
• ;��
����������	�����
 �
• ;	�':%.%%%���
�
 �
• ;��
�<�<�������	�
����	���
��
������
 �
• 3�
��	��-�0�:�������	���
����
 �

�(�� 5�	�������	���
�
��
��	���
������������
�	���	
��������	����	
� �
�

• 5���	����

�		����
���
���
��
�������
����
�����
�
 �����
��� �
�����
�
���
��
�������
������
��
�
�����
 �

• 5�
��
�������=���
���� �
• >���
�
����
����
���	�������
.�	������
�	����	����
 ��
� �
������ ������
 �
• +����
��
�	
��
�����	���
�
 �

�
�0�� ?�
������	
��������	��
�
���������	��
��
�����
��
���	
����� �
�
• ����������
�	�
��
��������������������������������� 	�
����� �
• @��
��
�����
��
�����.���	
��������	�
��
������
����	 ��	��	��

��
���A�	�� �

5�
�����
�	�� �
��
�����������	��3����	����B
�
� �

5�
�����
�	�� �
��
�����������	��3����	����B
�
� �

5�
�����
�	�� �
��
�����������	��3����	����B
�
�  



#8  Small schools cost less to build. 
 

• Smaller schools cost the same per student as larger schools. 
• Smaller schools cost less per square foot than larger schools. 
• Smaller schools allocated 26% more space to each student than 

larger schools. 
• Every increment of 100 students increased average cost by $2.70 

per square foot. 
 
 
 
 

Craig B. Howley 
Don’t Supersize Me:  The Relationship of Construction Cost to School Enrollment in the U.S. 

#9  District consolidation is merely a 
cloak for closing schools. 
 
 

• Among 134 schools operating in the 67 districts forced to con-
solidate in AR after 2004, 35% were closed within two years. 
Many have closed since. 

• Of 88 schools operating in small districts annexed into larger 
districts in 2004, nearly half were closed within two years. 

 

#10 School consolidation unfairly targets 
poor & minority communities. 
 
 

• Schools closed by AR Act 60 had 21% higher poverty rates and 
served nearly three times higher percentages of African-
American students than those that remained open. 

• The chances of majority African-American schools being closed 
was 69%. Only 31% of non African-American schools were 
closed. 

Jerry Johnson, Ed. D 
An Investigation of School Closures Resulting from Forced District 

  Reorganization in Arkansas 

Lorna Jimmerson 
The Impact of AR Act 60 on African-American School Leadership and Racial  

Composition of School Districts  


