
SMALL SCHOOLS HELP CHILDREN IN POVERTY.  Arkansas ranks #1 in the nation  in 
the number of people living below the poverty level (U. S. Census Bureau). Yet poverty is less able to 
affect achievement in Arkansas’ small schools (Rural School and Community Trust).  

PROVIDING ARKANSAS STUDENTS WITH A 
POSITIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
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In Arkansas, poverty is less able to negatively affect achievement if the student attends a 
small school.  Poverty has even less power over achievement when the student attends a 
smaller district (Rural School and Community Trust). 

Small and Rural Schools…. 



Small Schools and Safety
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KIDS ARE MORE INVOLVED  IN A SMALL SCHOOL.  Even if larger schools offer more 
opportunities, studies show that a considerably greater percentage of students participate in 
extracurricular and leadership activities in smaller schools. (Source:  Caladarci and Cobb, 1996) 

SMALL SCHOOLS ARE SAFE.  Nationwide, small and rural schools have been shown to 
provide children with a safer, more nurturing environment.  
(Source:  National Center for Education Statistics.) 



2003-4 Per Pupil Expenditures by District Size
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SMALL SCHOOLS ARE EFFICIENT.  Arkansas’ small and rural schools educate students 
efficiently, spending less per pupil than the state average. (Source:  Arkansas Department of Education  
Annual Statistical Report, 2004)  Although 35.12% of students in Arkansas attend rural schools, only 
28.93% of education funding goes to rural schools. (Source:  Rural School and Community Trust) 

LARGE SIZE IS NO GUARANTEE OF EFFICIENCY.  The 10 smallest districts in the 
state, serving fewer than 5,000 students, spend an average of $6,470 per student ($32.35 M).  
The 10 largest districts, serving more than 121,000 students, spend an average of $7,154 per 
student ($865.63 M). (Source:  Arkansas Department of Education Annual Statistical Report, 2004)   



MINIMUM CURRICULUM REQUIRED OF  
ALL ARKANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS 

Language Arts—6 units, including 
 4 units English 
 1 unit oral communications or 
 1/2 unit oral communications and 
 1/2 unit drama 
 1 unit journalism 
 
Science—5 units (with lab), including 
 1 unit biology 
 1 unit chemistry 
 1 unit physics 
 
Mathematics—6 units, including 
 1 unit Algebra I 
 1 unit Algebra II 
 1 unit geometry 
 1 unit pre-calculus/trigonometry 
 
Foreign Language—2 units of the same lan-
guage 
 
Fine Arts—3 1/2 units, including 
 1 unit art 
 1 unit instrumental music 
 1 unit vocal music 
 1/2 unit survey of fine arts or  
 advanced art or music 

Computer Applications—1 unit 
 
Social Studies—4 units, including 
 1 unit American history 
 1 unit world history 
 1 unit civics/government 
 1/2 unit survey of fine arts or 
 advanced art or music 
 
Health/Safety and P. E.—1 1/2 units 
 1 unit physical education 
 1/2 unit health and safety 
 
Career and Technical Education—9 units of  
 sequenced career and technical education 
 Courses representing 3 occupational areas 
 
Beginning in the 2005-06 school year, it is re-
quired that districts begin phasing in, over the 
next four years, AP courses with a minimum of 
one course per year in the four core areas, to have 
fully implemented the required four core courses 
in English, math, science, and social studies by the 
beginning of the 2008-09 school year. 
 
Students may also be offered concurrent enroll-
ment credit for college-level classes.  
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